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Week 14: Living with an 
Eternal Focus
Luke 12:13–32; 16:1–9



Being Concerned with 
Things that Matter 

Luke 12:13–32



Introduction
• Why do you choose one thing over another? Why do 

you decide to do one event and not another? Why do 
you choose to study one field and not another? 
• Your values and your priorities dictate these kinds of 

decisions. 
• To be a disciple of Jesus is to be in a constant war 

with the desires of your flesh and the pull of the world. 
You must rebel against the natural desires of your flesh 
and choose to value and prioritize those things which 
the Lord says are important. 
• This means living with an eternal focus.



Thought Experiment
• Thought experiment: if you knew that the end of 

the world was tonight, what would you do 
differently? Would you go do something that 
you’ve been too scared to do? Why would you or 
why wouldn’t you? 
Are there things you’re embarrassed to do in 
public but you might just do it if you knew that the 
end of the world was tonight? 
• Think about it: what changed? Answer: the 

threat of bad results—whether embarrassment or 
failure or long-term damage—is gone!



The warning against greed. 
(Luke 12:13–21)

Luke 12:13 (NASB) Someone in the crowd said to Him, 
“Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with 
me.” 14 But He said to him, “Man, who appointed Me a judge or 
arbitrator over you?” 15 Then He said to them, “Beware, and be 
on your guard against every form of greed; for not even when 
one has an abundance does his life consist of his possessions.” 
16 And He told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man 
was very productive. 17 “And he began reasoning to himself, 
saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have no place to store my 
crops?’ 18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I will do: I will tear down 
my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my 
grain and my goods. 19 ‘And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you 
have many goods laid up for many years to come; take your 
ease, eat, drink and be merry.”’ 20 “But God said to him, ‘You 
fool! This very night your soul is required of you; and now who 
will own what you have prepared?’ 21 “So is the man who 
stores up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.” 



Questions
• According to Luke 12:15, what do some people think about 

their life’s relationship to the things that they own?
• Why do you think greed is such a powerful enemy for the 

Christian young person? Jesus warns the man about “every 
form of greed.” Can you think of different forms that greed 
might take (how it might look different for different people)?
• Read the story Jesus tells about the successful farmer and 

consider the following:
• What was the primary concern for this man? 
• What would have satisfied this man in his pursuit?
• What was his ultimate goal?
• Why do you think God called him a “fool” (12:20)?



Lessons
•What is the folly of pursuing your own 
possessions as your highest goal in life? 
•How can you be sure that you can be one 
who is “rich toward God”?



1 Timothy 6

1Tim. 6:17 (NASB) Instruct those who are 
rich in this present world not to be conceited 
or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of 
riches, but on God, who richly supplies us 
with all things to enjoy. 18 Instruct them to 
do good, to be rich in good works, to be 
generous and ready to share, 19 storing up 
for themselves the treasure of a good 
foundation for the future, so that they may 
take hold of that which is life indeed.



Teachings on Contentment. 
(Luke 12:22–32)

Luke 12:22 (NASB) And He said to His disciples, “For this reason I 
say to you, do not worry about your life, as to what you will eat; nor 
for your body, as to what you will put on. 23 “For life is more than 
food, and the body more than clothing. 24 “Consider the ravens, 
for they neither sow nor reap; they have no storeroom nor barn, and 
yet God feeds them; how much more valuable you are than the 
birds! 25 “And which of you by worrying can add a single hour to his 
life’s span? 26 “If then you cannot do even a very little thing, why do 
you worry about other matters? 27 “Consider the lilies, how they 
grow: they neither toil nor spin; but I tell you, not even Solomon in all 
his glory clothed himself like one of these. 28 “But if God so clothes 
the grass in the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into 
the furnace, how much more will He clothe you? You men of little 
faith! 29 “And do not seek what you will eat and what you will drink, 
and do not keep worrying. 30 “For all these things the nations of the 
world eagerly seek; but your Father knows that you need these 
things. 31 “But seek His kingdom, and these things will be added to 
you. 32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has chosen 
gladly to give you the kingdom.



Questions
• Why does Jesus say that we should not be primarily 

consumed with providing for our material needs? 
What examples does he give to back up this claim?
• Why do you think that the “nations of the world eagerly 

seek” these things?
What is the alternative to thinking this way (seeking 
after these things)?
• What is the key missing ingredient to the person who 

lives his life chasing after the material things of the 
world (see 12:28)?



Setting Yourself up for 
Life after Employment.

Luke 16:1–9



The Parable of the 
Unrighteous Manager

Luke 16:1 (NASB) Now He was also saying to the disciples, “There 
was a rich man who had a manager, and this manager was reported 
to him as squandering his possessions. 2 “And he called him and 
said to him, ‘What is this I hear about you? Give an accounting of 
your management, for you can no longer be manager.’ 3 “The 
manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do, since my master is taking 
the management away from me? I am not strong enough to dig; I am 
ashamed to beg. 4 ‘I know what I shall do, so that when I am 
removed from the management people will welcome me into their 
homes.’ 5 “And he summoned each one of his master’s debtors, and 
he began saying to the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6 
“And he said, ‘A hundred measures of oil.’ And he said to him, ‘Take 
your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.’ 7 “Then he said to 
another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ And he said, ‘A hundred 
measures of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty.’ 
8 “And his master praised the unrighteous manager because he had 
acted shrewdly; for the sons of this age are more shrewd in relation 
to their own kind than the sons of light. 9 “And I say to you, make 
friends for yourselves by means of the wealth of unrighteousness, so 
that when it fails, they will receive you into the eternal dwellings.



Applying to the Modern Day

Detail from 
the Parable

In the modern day

The rich man

The Manager

“Give an 
accounting”

The decision to cut 
deals



"Disciples should learn from the 
children of this world, who act 

boldly and decisively as they try 
to ensure their earthly future, also 
to act boldly and decisively--but to 

ensure their eternal future. 



As this agent recognizes his crisis 
and moves shrewdly to hedge his 
security in this world, so disciples 
should shrewdly use their worldly 
possessions, which are only on 

temporary loan from God, in deed 
of mercy to store up treasure for 

themselves in heaven."


