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WEEK 12: THE DISCIPLES’ PRAYER  
(LUKE 11:1-13; 18:1-14) 

Question: how would you characterize Jesus’ prayer life? Did 
he have any prayer habits? Can you think of any?16 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In what way does Jesus provide an example for us in how we 
are to pray? What kinds of things should we imitate?  

 

 

 

Why do you think he prayed in “certain places” like the 
“wilderness” or the “mountain”? What benefit could that have 
provided him?  

 

 

Did Jesus always pray alone? Did he always pray with 
others? How can we effectively follow this pattern of having 
both a personal and corporate prayer time? 

 

 

Instructions for Prayer (11:1-13) 
The Pattern for Prayer (11:1-4) 

Luke 11:1 (NASB)   It happened that while Jesus was 
praying in a certain place, after He had finished, one of 
His disciples said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray just as 
John also taught his disciples.” 
2  And He said to them, “When you pray, say:  
 ‘Father, hallowed be Your name.  
 Your kingdom come. 
3  ‘Give us each day our daily bread. 
4  ‘And forgive us our sins,  
 For we ourselves also forgive everyone who is indebted 
to us.  
 And lead us not into temptation.’” 

                                                        
16 For some verses showing Jesus in prayer, see Luke 5:16; 6:12; 9:18; 
9:28–29. 

Worship 
“Father, may your name be holy.”  

Holy = __________________________________. 

What does it look like for God’s name to be holy to us? How 
would someone know that you’re treating God’s name as 
holy?  

Submission 
“Your kingdom come.” 

Desiring God’s kingdom to come and not my own kingdom to 
come. 

What does a kingdom entail?  

• A ruler 
• A realm 
• Rules (Laws) 

Requests for Provision 
 "‘Give us each day our daily bread." 
(Luke 11:3 NASB) 

The request is for “daily bread” for “this day.”  
The request is for provision of ____________ and not wants. 
Bread was a necessary food for living.  

• We should be dependent on God for giving us what 
we need in order to live and  

• Our requests should be more focused on what we 
need rather than just what we want. 

Forgiveness 
 "‘And forgive us our sins,  
 For we ourselves also forgive everyone who is indebted 
to us.’” 
 (Luke 11:4 NASB) 

See also— 
"Then Peter came and said to Him, “Lord, how often shall 
my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven 
times?” Jesus *said to him, “I do not say to you, up to 
seven times, but up to seventy times seven." 
(Matt 18:21–22 NASB) 

 

 
"“For if you forgive others for their transgressions, your 
heavenly Father will also forgive you. “But if you do not 
forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your 
transgressions." 
(Matt 6:14–15 NASB) 
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Requests Concerning Spiritual Growth 

“Lead us not into temptation.”  

God will never bring temptation your way that is too much for 
you to handle. God only allows temptations that you can 
escape (if you but look for the way out). 

"No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common 
to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be 
tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation 
will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able 
to endure it." 
(1 Cor 10:13 NASB) 

God will never tempt us with sin. You’re tempted when your 
own flesh draws you away. But you can pray that God will 
keep you from these temptations/that God will protect you 
from falling into these temptations and into these sins.  

"Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted 
by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He 
Himself does not tempt anyone. But each one is tempted 
when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust." 
(James 1:13–14 NASB) 

A thought 

 

 

The Motivation for Prayer (11:5-13) 

Motivation 1 (11:5–8): _____________________  
Luke 11:5 (NASB)   Then He said to them, “Suppose one 
of you has a friend, and goes to him at midnight and says 
to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves; 6 for a friend of mine 
has come to me from a journey, and I have nothing to set 
before him’; 7 and from inside he answers and says, ‘Do 
not bother me; the door has already been shut and my 
children and I are in bed; I cannot get up and give you 
anything.’ 8 “I tell you, even though he will not get up and 
give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of 
his persistence he will get up and give him as much as he 
needs. 

 

 

 

Motivation 2 (11:9–13):  ___________________  
Luke 11:9 (NASB)   “So I say to you, ask, and it will be 
given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be 
opened to you. 10 “For everyone who asks, receives; and 
he who seeks, finds; and to him who knocks, it will be 
opened. 11 “Now suppose one of you fathers is asked by 
his son for a fish; he will not give him a snake instead of a 
fish, will he? 12 “Or if he is asked for an egg, he will not 
give him a scorpion, will he? 13 “If you then, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 
more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those 
who ask Him?” 

Parables about Prayer (18:1-14) 
Later in the gospel of Luke, Jesus preaches more about 
prayer. He gives two parables:  

The Unrighteous Judge (18:1-8) 
Luke 18:1 (NASB)   Now He was telling them a parable to 
show that at all times they ought to pray and not to lose 
heart, 2 saying, “In a certain city there was a judge who did 
not fear God and did not respect man. 3 “There was a 
widow in that city, and she kept coming to him, saying, 
‘Give me legal protection from my opponent.’ 4 “For a while 
he was unwilling; but afterward he said to himself, ‘Even 
though I do not fear God nor respect man, 5 yet because 
this widow bothers me, I will give her legal protection, 
otherwise by continually coming she will wear me out.’” 6 
And the Lord said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge *said; 
7 now, will not God bring about justice for His elect who cry 
to Him day and night, and will He delay long over them? 8 
“I tell you that He will bring about justice for them quickly. 
However, when the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on 
the earth?” 

The point of the parable is stated right from the front end: we 
ought to pray at all times and not lose heart.  

Why might we be tempted to “lose heart?” 

What’s the challenge—will the son of man find faith on the 
earth? Will we trust that He will do what He promises to do 

 

 

 

 

 

The Pharisee and the Publican (18:9-14) 
What’s the danger associated with prayer?  

Luke 18:9 (NASB)   And He also told this parable to some 
people who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, 
and viewed others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up 
into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 
collector. 11 “The Pharisee stood and was praying this to 
himself: ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other people: 
swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 
12 ‘I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.’ 13 “But 
the tax collector, standing some distance away, was even 
unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his 
breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, the sinner!’ 14 “I 
tell you, this man went to his house justified rather than the 
other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but 
he who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 


