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WEEK 8: LIVING WITH THOSE WHO 
CREATE CONFLICT, PART 2  

(ROMANS 12:14–21) 

Overcoming Evil with Good (Romans 12:17–21) 
This might be the hardest part of living like a Christian. 
Part of your responsibility is directly at odds with the 
way the world thinks.  

"Fight fire with fire."  

"No justice; no peace." 

"They pull a knife; you pull a gun." 

What is at the basis of these kinds of thoughts?  _____  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

Do you know people who treat their relationships this 
way?  

Instructions 
Split into a couple groups and discuss your verses with 
the following questions in mind:  

1) What am I being asked to do? What are the 
rules for relationships we find in these verses? 

2) Is a reason given for why I should do this? 
3) Why might living this out be hard to do? What 

obstacles stand in the way of obedience? 

Work to live at peace with others (12:17–18) 
"Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right 
in the sight of all men. If possible, so far as it depends on you, 
be at peace with all men." 
(Rom 12:17–18 NASB) 

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

 

 

 

First rule = never  _____________________________  

____________________________________________ .  

The Bible's way to handle this situation = "respect what 
is right in the sight of all." This means that you need to  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

Second rule = if it's possible, as much as depends on you, 
____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

This rules out:  

• Causing trouble for the sake of causing trouble.  
• Arguing for the sake of arguing.  
• Cutting others down out of the pleasure it gives 

you. 
• Allowing conflicts to continue to exist in 

conflict.  
Matt. 5:21 (NASB)   “You have heard that the ancients were 
told, ‘YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT MURDER’ and 
‘Whoever commits murder shall be liable to the court.’ 22 
“But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother 
shall be guilty before the court; and whoever says to his 
brother, ‘You good-for-nothing,’ shall be guilty before the 
supreme court; and whoever says, ‘You fool,’ shall be guilty 
enough to go into the fiery hell. 23 “Therefore if you are 
presenting your offering at the altar, and there remember 
that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your 
offering there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to 
your brother, and then come and present your offering. 25 
“Make friends quickly with your opponent at law while you 
are with him on the way, so that your opponent may not hand 
you over to the judge, and the judge to the officer, and you be 
thrown into prison. 26 “Truly I say to you, you will not come 
out of there until you have paid up the last cent.  

Third: You might ________ be able to live at peace with 
_____________.  

Commit to leaving vengeance in the hands of God 
(12:19–20) 

"Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the 
wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will 
repay,” says the Lord. “But if your enemy is hungry, feed him, 
and if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will 
heap burning coals on his head.”" 
(Rom 12:19–20 NASB) 

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  
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Why do you think God tells us not to deliver justice on 
our own terms?  

Because we don't know 1) _____________ to dispense 
____________ and when to dispense ____________ 
and  
2) we will never get the_________ of intensity right 

Overcome evil with Good (12:21) 
"Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good." 
(Rom 12:21 NASB) 

What qualifies as "evil"? 

Evil = anything ______________ to the nature or 
commands of God.  

In fact, in the story of Joseph, a sexual encounter with 
his boss's wife was considered as "evil." 

"It came about after these events that his master’s wife looked 
with desire at Joseph, and she said, “Lie with me.” But he 
refused and said to his master’s wife, “Behold, with me here, 
my master does not concern himself with anything in the 
house, and he has put all that he owns in my charge. “There is 
no one greater in this house than I, and he has withheld nothing 
from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could 
I do this great evil and sin against God?”" 
(Gen 39:7–9 NASB) 

Overcoming Evil 

You overcome evil with _______________.  

What might this look like in relationships that are known 
by their turmoil? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question: What happens if you don't overcome evil 
with Good?  

If you don't take steps towards overcoming evil (with 
good), then you'll find that you yourself will be 
_____________________ with evil—that is, evil will 
___________________ you).  

The very thing you seek to fight will overcome you. 

 


