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Relationships and 
Conflicts: What Jesus Says 

about Interpersonal 
Conflicts
Luke 6:39-45



Dealing with others
•One of the biggest challenges for 
Christians comes in our dealings with other 
people. When I talk with college students 
about their biggest struggles and biggest 
issues, almost always they revolve around 
dealing with others.



Forgiveness

Psa. 103:12 (NASB) As far as the east is 
from the west, 

So far has He removed our 
transgressions from us.

Is. 43:25 (NASB) “I, even I, am the one 
who wipes out your transgressions for My 
own sake, 

And I will not remember your sins. 



Helping Someone 
Who Has A Problem

Luke 6:39–42



The Parable (39-40)

"And He also spoke a parable to them: “A 
blind man cannot guide a blind man, can 
he? Will they not both fall into a pit? “A pupil 
is not above his teacher; but everyone, after 
he has been fully trained, will be like his 
teacher."
(Luke 6:39–40 NASB)



Questions
1. What are the two images that Jesus 

describes for his disciples to see? 
What is he teaching them with these 
word pictures?

2. What might prevent you from being a 
help to your neighbor? 

3. What do you need to do in order to help 
your friend with their problem?



The Picture (6:41-42)

"“Why do you look at the speck that is in 
your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log 
that is in your own eye? “Or how can you 
say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me take out 
the speck that is in your eye,’ when you 
yourself do not see the log that is in your 
own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log 
out of your own eye, and then you will see 
clearly to take out the speck that is in your 
brother’s eye."
(Luke 6:41–42 NASB)



Thoughts
• Form: question that provokes the listener to consider 

what He is saying. Jesus’ question: “Why are you doing 
this,” could just as easily be said, “You shouldn’t be 
doing this.”
• The Speck and the Log = we often see little problems 

in the lives of other people. These little problems 
bother us and we want that person to change. 
What we might not consider is that we are the ones 
who need to change.
• Why do you think that we are always looking for other 

people to change so that we can be happy?



Questions
1. When dealing with conflict with someone 

else, what is your primary responsibility? 
What do you need to do first?
Why do you need to do that?

2. What does this passage show us about the 
sins in our own life compared to the sins 
that we see in the lives of other people?

3. What do most people try to do when they 
have a conflict with someone? Who do they 
try to fix?



Where to focus when 
helping someone with 

a problem
Luke 6:43–45



Luke 6:43-45

"“For there is no good tree which produces bad 
fruit, nor, on the other hand, a bad tree which 
produces good fruit. “For each tree is known by 
its own fruit. For men do not gather figs from 
thorns, nor do they pick grapes from a briar 
bush. “The good man out of the good treasure 
of his heart brings forth what is good; and the 
evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth 
what is evil; for his mouth speaks from that 
which fills his heart."
(Luke 6:43–45 NASB)



Source Fruit
Good Tree Good fruit

Bad Tree Bad fruit

Good person, out of the 
good treasure of his heart

Good

Evil person out of his evil 
treasure (of his heart)

Evil



The “heart” = the inner-most 
part of a person.



Questions
1. What does the “fruit” represent in these 

verse? How would you know if you’re 
producing good or bad fruit?

2. What is the solution for the person 
producing bad fruit who wants to produce 
good fruit?

3. A true disciple of Jesus is a disciple when 
he—?

4. Personal question: how are you “known” 
(6:44)?



Behavior is just a symptom
•The most concerning thing about someone 
is not necessarily their behavior, but 
rather their heart. A person’s behavior 
demonstrates what is going on deeper 
inside of them.



What are these people showing 
about themselves by their actions?
1. This person lies constantly—bragging about 

doing things they’ve never done, being places 
they’ve never visited, and accomplishing things 
they’ve never accomplished.

2. A person who has been cutting himself/herself. 
3. A person who is bitter and angry with their 

parents after they moved during his/her junior 
year in high school. He/She blames this move 
for the rough senior year and not getting good 
enough grades to be accepted at his/her 
dream college.



Words are important—they reveal 
the heart
•Words matter. Listen to what you (and 
others) say. Don’t excuse what people say 
on the basis that they didn’t mean it. What 
you say comes from somewhere. 


