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WEEK 5: RELATIONAL LIVING, PART 2 
(ROMANS 12:9–13) 

Relational Living Means Showing Genuine 
Love. (12:9–10) 

"Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to 
what is good." 
(Rom 12:9 NASB) 

Guard against hypocritical love 
"Let love4 be without hypocrisy" = let your love be 
genuine. 

• Genuine love is a _____________ love —a 
sacrificial love that looks out for the needs of 
others. Genuine love gives up something you 
treasure for someone else’s benefit. This is the 
opposite of sensual, lustful "love." 

• Hypocritical5 love is a _______________ love 
(or the kind of love that doesn’t look out for 
others). Hypocritical love is big on words but 
light on action.  

Paul gives this warning in Romans 12:9 because 
hypocritical love is very easy to do!  

Personal question: Do you love people for what they 
can get you? Or do you love them regardless? Said 
another way, would it change the way you saw certain 
friends if they went through financial hardship or had a 
traumatic brain injury?  

Discussion question: How does the common assertion 
that we should “love ourselves” square with what the 
Bible teaches about true, biblical love? 

Biblical love: Object of your love—God and your 
neighbor (Matthew 19:19; Luke 10:27; Galatians 
5:14) 

In the space below, write what the Bible says about how 
we are to show love to God and others (see the verses 
listed above): 

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

                                                        
4 Love = ἀγάπη (agape) a "giving love;" a love that acts. 

Consider this passage and what is says about loving 
others / ourselves (Ephesians 5:28–33). 

Eph. 5:28 (NASB) So husbands ought also to love their own 
wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves 
himself; 29 for no one ever hated his own flesh, but 
nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church, 
30 because we are members of His body. 31 FOR THIS 
REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND 
MOTHER AND SHALL BE JOINED TO HIS WIFE, AND 
THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH. 32 This mystery 
is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the 
church. 33 Nevertheless, each individual among you also is to 
love his own wife even as himself, and the wife must see to it 
that she respects her husband.  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

Partiality: another kind of hypocritical love (James 
2:1–9) 
James 2:1 (NASB)   My brethren, do not hold your faith in our 
glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of personal 
favoritism. 2 For if a man comes into your assembly with a 
gold ring and dressed in fine clothes, and there also comes in a 
poor man in dirty clothes, 3 and you pay special attention to 
the one who is wearing the fine clothes, and say, “You sit here 
in a good place,” and you say to the poor man, “You stand 
over there, or sit down by my footstool,” 4 have you not made 
distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil 
motives? 5 Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose 
the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the 
kingdom which He promised to those who love Him? 6 But 
you have dishonored the poor man. Is it not the rich who 
oppress you and personally drag you into court? 7 Do they not 
blaspheme the fair name by which you have been called? 
8 If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law according to the 
Scripture, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS 
YOURSELF,” you are doing well. 9 But if you show partiality, 
you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as 
transgressors. 

What does personal favoritism look like? ___________  

____________________________________________  
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________  

What might the evil motives be (v. 4)? _____________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

5 Without Hypocrisy = ἀνυπόκριτος: (anupokritos) "being without pretense, 
genuine, sincere" 
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Why is favoritism so wrong? ____________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

 

 

_________6 the evil, cling to the good. 
Is hate always wrong? How do you square this command 
with the idea that hate is wrong? 

Question: what does it look like to "abhor evil?" Can 
you define evil or what an evil thing might be?  ______  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

Commit yourself 
"Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference 
to one another in honor;" 
(Rom 12:10 NASB) 

Devotion = being wholly committed to someone. 

• Brotherly love is a different kind of love: 
φιλαδελφίᾳ (philadelphia). This word 
represents the kind of love that you have 
towards all those who are in the faith. Instead 
of focusing on the giving part of love (like 
agape), this word focuses on the 
brotherly/sisterly fellowship side of love (i.e., 
friendship).  

Are you showing love if you’re not giving sacrificially? 
Sure, you can! What does this look like? 

"giving preference to one another in honor.” 

• Giving preference = preferring or thinking 
highly of someone; taking their needs ahead of 
your own; unselfish.  

• "In honor" = with ______________. This is the 
way in which you are to give preference to 
others. 

Do you know people who can't carry on a conversation 
without cutting down others? How is this contrary to 
what God desires?  

                                                        
6 Abhor = ἀποστυγοῦντες (apostrugountes)= “to have a vehement dislike for 
something, hate strongly, abhor” (BDAG). 

Discussion Question: How else do you show honor to 
those you love? How can you show honor to your 
"significant other?" 

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

Relational Living Means Committing to Help 
Others Walk with God. (12:11–13) 

Committed to energetic serving. 
"not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the 
Lord;" 
(Rom 12:11 NASB) 

• Not lagging behind in diligence.  

It’s very easy to get lazy in our relationships, especially 
once we have known someone for a long time. We take 
them for granted, we aren’t diligent in looking after their 
needs.  

 

 

• Fervent in spirit, serving the Lord 

As we talked about a couple weeks ago, the better your 
relationship with the Lord the better your relationships 
with others. Part of loving your brothers and sisters in 
Christ is having a fervent spirit (attitude) as you serve 
God. 

 

 

 

 

Serving others is the key to making relationships work. 
If you’re in relationships because of what they can 
benefit you, then you’re not going to have good 
relationships. 

How does Jesus provide for us an example of serving 
through humility? 
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Committed to truth and hope. 
"rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to 
prayer," 
(Rom 12:12 NASB) 

• "Rejoicing in hope" 

Hope = future where God wins and Satan loses. 

Hope = __________ ____________________. 

When you're going through hardship, you can rejoice (be 
thankful/happy) in the future because you have hope. 

 

 

 

• "Persevering in tribulation" 

When the world puts pressure on you from the outside, 
you need to persevere.  

Question: What temptations do we have when we face 
these extreme external pressures? Do we blame others 
or lash out in anger at our friends/loved ones?  

What does it look like to persevere when in tribulation?  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

 

 

 

 

• "Devoted to prayer" 

Do you pray with your friends? Why not?  __________  

____________________________________________  

How much of your social life is also your prayer life?   

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

 

 

Committed to helping the needy. 
"contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality." 
(Rom 12:13 NASB) 

Do you have a giving attitude? Or a taking attitude? 

How can you, as a college student/young person obey 
these commands? Ideas? ________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  


