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Prologue: Being a 
Disciple of Christ



What does it mean to be a 
Christian?
• A Generational Christian: some of you might 

think that you were “born” a Christian (because 
your parents were Christians, you are). 
• A Cultural Christian: some of you might think that 

you’re a Christian because you’re American (and 
you’re not Jewish or Muslim or Atheist).
• A Religious Christian: Some of you might think 

that because you went to church and were 
baptized as a child that you’re a Christian.



The difference between the 
person who is a Christian and the 
person who is not a Christian is 

whether they have come to Jesus 
in repentance and faith, 

personally receiving the gift of 
salvation.



Do you have Jesus?

1 John 5:12 Whoever has the Son has life; 
whoever does not have the Son of God 
does not have life.
John 3:36 Whoever believes in the Son has 
eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son 
shall not see life, but the wrath of God 
remains on him.



John 3:14-18

John 3:14 (ESV) And as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 
Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in 
him may have eternal life.
16  “For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For 
God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him. 18 Whoever 
believes in him is not condemned, but whoever 
does not believe is condemned already, 
because he has not believed in the name of the 
only Son of God.



John 3:14-18
He who believes Whoever does not 

believe



John 3:14-18
He who believes Whoever does not 

believe
Should not perish, 
have everlasting life

Will perish, will not 
have everlasting life



John 3:14-18
He who believes Whoever does not 

believe
Should not perish, 
have everlasting life

Will perish, will not 
have everlasting life

Is not condemned Is condemned 
already



Do you follow Jesus?
•There is a difference in the Bible between 
those who are believers and those who are 
followers (disciples) of Jesus. 
•You can be a believer without being a 
follower (you’ll be miserable, but it’s 
possible), and you can be a follower 
without being a believer (called a 
“hypocrite”—think Judas).



What does it mean to be a 
disciple?
• A disciple = a follower, learner.
• Greek: (μαθητής). Definition:
• one who engages in learning through instruction from 

another, pupil, apprentice
• one who is rather constantly associated with someone 

who has a pedagogical reputation or a particular set of 
views, disciple, adherent



When Jesus calls you to follow 
Him, He means that you are to 
pattern yourself after Him, to 

obey Him, to be chiefly 
identified as a follower of 

Jesus.



Goal for this semester
•Know Christ so we can 
•Follow Christ and
•Be real disciples of Christ.



Knowledge of Christ
⇓

Decision to obey Christ
⇓

Lifestyle identification with Christ



Anticipation For The 
Coming Christ (the Old 

Testament & Luke 1)



The Old Testament Story: 
Anticipation
•The Creation: God who makes all and is 
Lord of all (Genesis 1—2)
•The Temptation/Fall/Curse
•Rebellion and God’s Judgment
•The Israelite Nation
•Promise and Hope
• Genesis 3:15; Genesis 12; 2 Samuel 7



Hints of Hope! 
•A future solution (Isaiah 53:6)
•The resurrection (Psalm 16:10; Job 19:26)
•Some very strange prophetic words in the 
Old Testament (Isaiah 9:6)



The New Testament Story: 
Fulfillment



“Until all is accomplished.”

Matt. 5:17 “Do not think that I have come 
to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have 
not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 
18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and 
earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will 
pass from the Law until all is accomplished.



Luke 1-2: God begins to work!
•The birth of John the Baptist foretold (1:5-
25)
•The birth of Jesus foretold (1:26-38)
•The responses to God’s message: worship 
(a song)



Mary’s Song (Luke 1:46-55)

Luke 1:46 And Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord,

47 and my spirit rejoices in God 
my Savior,
48 for he has looked on the 
humble estate of his servant.

For behold, from now on all 
generations will call me blessed;
49 for he who is mighty has 
done great things for me,

and holy is his name.
50 And his mercy is for those who 
fear him

from generation to generation.
51 He has shown strength with 
his arm;

he has scattered the proud in 
the thoughts of their hearts;
52 he has brought down the 
mighty from their thrones

and exalted those of humble 
estate;
53 he has filled the hungry with 
good things,

and the rich he has sent away 
empty.
54 He has helped his servant 
Israel,

in remembrance of his mercy,
55 as he spoke [promised] to our 
fathers,

to Abraham and to his offspring 
forever.”



Zechariah’s Song (Luke 1:67-76)

Luke 1:67 And his father 
Zechariah was filled with the Holy 
Spirit and prophesied, saying,

68 “Blessed be the Lord God of 
Israel,

for he has visited and 
redeemed his people
69 and has raised up a horn of 
salvation for us

in the house of his servant 
David,
70 as he spoke by the mouth of 
his holy prophets from of old,
71 that we should be saved from 
our enemies

and from the hand of all who 

hate us;
72 to show the mercy promised 
to our fathers

and to remember his holy 
covenant,
73 the oath that he swore to our 
father Abraham, to grant us
74 that we, being delivered from 
the hand of our enemies,

might serve him without fear,
75 in holiness and righteousness 
before him all our days.
76 And you, child, will be called 
the prophet of the Most High;

for you will go before the Lord 
to prepare his ways,


