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PROLOGUE: BEING A DISCIPLE OF CHRIST 
What does it mean to be a Christian? 

• A ________________ Christian: some of you 
might think that you were “born” a Christian 
(because your parents were Christians, you are).  

• A ________________ Christian: some of you 
might think that you’re a Christian because you’re 
American (and you’re not Jewish or Muslim or 
Atheist). 

• A ________________ Christian: Some of you 
might think that because you went to church and 
were baptized as a child that you are a Christian. 

However, the Bible tells us that being a Christian doesn’t have 
to do with being born in a certain family, being a certain 
nationality, or even being baptized as a baby.  
None of these things makes you a Christian. 

The difference between the person who is a Christian and the 
person who is not a Christian is their personal relationship 
to Jesus (if they have come to Jesus in repentance and faith, 
personally receiving the ________ of salvation). 

 

Question 1: Do you __________ Jesus? 
How would you know? 

1 John 5:121 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not 
have the Son of God does not have life. 
John 3:36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever 
does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God 
remains on him. 
 

Many of you probably know John 3:16, but do you know the 
context of that verse? Do you know what it says around it? 

John 3:14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him 
may have eternal life. 
16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18 
Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not 
believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the 
name of the only Son of God. 

 
He/She who believes Whoever does not believe 

Should not perish, have 
everlasting life 

Will perish, will not have 
everlasting life 

Is not  Is                             already 

                                                        

 
1 Unless otherwise noted, all verses will be from the English Standard 
Version (ESV). 

Question 2: Do you ____________ Jesus? 
There is a difference in the Bible between those who are 
believers and those who are followers (disciples) of Jesus.  

If you say “Yes, I’m a disciple of Jesus,” then— 

What does it mean to be a disciple?  
“Follow me”2 

One of the goals for this semester is to convince you that you 
ought to take seriously Jesus’ call to you that you follow Him. 

A disciple = a ______________, ________________. 

Greek: (mathētēs). Definition: 

• one who engages in learning through instruction 
from another, pupil, apprentice 

• one who is rather constantly associated with 
someone who has a pedagogical reputation or a 
particular set of views, disciple, adherent3 

When Jesus calls you to follow Him, He means that you are 
to ____________ yourself after Him, to __________ Him, to 
be chiefly ____________ as a follower of Jesus. 

This is what it means to be a disciple. This is the purpose to 
which Jesus has called you to live. 

Goal for this semester 
So the goal for this semester is that we:  

▪  Know Christ so we can  

▪  Follow Christ and 

▪  Be real disciples of Christ. 

________________ of Christ 

⇓	
________________ to obey Christ 

⇓	
________________ identification with Christ 

 

2 This phrase occurs all throughout the gospels: Matt 4:19; 8:22; 9:9; 16:24; 
19:21; Mark 1:17; 2:14; 8:34; 10:21; Luke 5:27; 9:23, 59; 18:22; John 1:43; 
10:27; 12:26; 13:36; 21:19, 22. 
3 From BDAG, 609-610. 
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ANTICIPATION FOR THE COMING CHRIST 
(THE OLD TESTAMENT & LUKE 1) 

The Old Testament Story: Anticipation 
The Creation: God who makes all and is Lord of all (Genesis 
1—2) 

The Temptation/Fall/Curse 

Rebellion and God’s Judgment 

▪  Cain (son of Adam and Eve) kills Abel his brother. 

▪  Genesis 5—repetition of “died” and “died” and 
“died.” Death has entered and the effects of sin and 
death are not good.  

▪  The world is so sinful and full of violence (Genesis 
6) that God destroys everyone and saves 1 family—
Noah—by having him build an ark to survive a 
world-wide flood.  

The Israelite Nation: God chooses them to be his people, but 
they aren’t a very good example! They disobey, the fight, they 
argue, they worship other gods, and they don’t keep the Law 
that God gave them. God is faithful to them but they are 
anything but faithful to Him. 

Promise and Hope 

▪  Genesis 3:15, right after the first sin in the garden, 
God promises a coming champion who would 
destroy sin and give us hope and victory. 

▪  Genesis 12: God chooses Abraham as one through 
whom he would bring this champion/king who would 
bring about life. 

▪  2 Samuel 7: David is promised that he would have a 
king who would rule with universal righteousness. 

The Preaching of the Prophets 

▪  The prophets constantly preach against the wicked 
kings, wicked priests, and other crooked prophets. 

▪  They declare that God will visit with a “Day of the 
Lord” and all will be made right. 

In a sense, the entire of the Old Testament is a story of 
anticipation. The problem of sin and death is brought to the 
forefront and not many solutions are given.  

Although! There are hints of a future solution! (Isaiah 53:6) 

 

The hints of the resurrection are there as well: (Psalm 16:10) 

 

You also have some very strange prophetic words in the Old 
Testament: (Isaiah 9:6) 

 

The New Testament Story: Fulfillment 
The anticipation at the end of the Old Testament is “We need 
a perfect king.”  

“The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the 
son of Abraham.” 
(Matt 1:1) 

Jesus says that he has come in order to fulfill the “Law and 
the Prophets” (what the Jewish people called the OT): 

Matt. 5:17   “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or 
the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 
18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not 
an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 

Jesus accumulates to himself disciples who become his 
apostles. 

The story of fulfillment—in Jesus Christ—occurs when Christ 
dies and is resurrected.  

 

 

 

Luke 1-2: God begins to work! 
After many years following the close of the Old Testament, 
God had been silent. People hadn’t experienced God’s voice. 
People were becoming anxious about God’s promises of 
delivering them. Then God speaks to them. God breaks the 
silence.  

The birth of John the Baptist foretold (1:5-25) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The birth of Jesus foretold (1:26-38) 
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The responses to God’s message: worship (a song) 

Mary’s Song (1:46-55) 
Luke 1:46 And Mary said, 
  “My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47  and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48  for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 
  For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49  for he who is mighty has done great things for me, 
  and holy is his name. 
50  And his mercy is for those who fear him 
  from generation to generation. 
51  He has shown strength with his arm; 
  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 
52  he has brought down the mighty from their thrones 
  and exalted those of humble estate; 
53  he has filled the hungry with good things, 
  and the rich he has sent away empty. 
54  He has helped his servant Israel, 
  in remembrance of his mercy, 
55  as he spoke [promised] to our fathers, 
  to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 

 

Observations about Mary’s Song: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zechariah (1:67-76) 
Luke 1:67 And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit 
and prophesied, saying, 
 
68  “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
  for he has visited and redeemed his people 
69  and has raised up a horn of salvation for us 
  in the house of his servant David, 
70  as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
71  that we should be saved from our enemies 
  and from the hand of all who hate us; 
72  to show the mercy promised to our fathers 
  and to remember his holy covenant, 
73  the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us 
74  that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, 
  might serve him without fear, 
75  in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 
76  And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
  for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 

 

Observations about Zechariah’s Song: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Homework: Read Luke 4 and ask yourself these questions: 

1. How was Jesus able to face temptation?  

2. What was Jesus’ mission?  

3. How did Jesus prove his authority? 


