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INTRODUCTION 
The theme for this semester is Building and 
Maintaining Godly Relationships. As we start out the 
semester, I would like for you to think through some 
general questions about relationships. 

Evaluating our Relationships 
Why are relationships so hard? What makes them 
challenging?  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

Do you see a connection (in your life) between how close 
you are to someone and the challenges that come along with 
that relationship? If so, what is the connection? 

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

How happy are you with your relationships right now? 
____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

If you had to list your relationships from best (smoothest, 
least conflict) to most contentious (roughest, most 
conflict), how would your spectrum look? Would it be 
heavily weighted towards one end or the other?  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

What are the most significant relationships you have that 
are currently in conflict? Why are they in conflict? How 
would you articulate the problem causing the conflict? What 
do you think would solve the problem for good? ______  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

What Makes a Relationship? 
Question: How do friendships/relationships happen? 
Do they just happen? What does it mean when people 
say that relationships “take work?” 

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

Relationships also happen because of what one person 
can provide the other.  

Do you have relationships like this? Which side are you? 
Are you the one who constantly gives to the other? Or do you 
look to get something from someone?  

 

 

What kinds of things might people try to get from a 
relationship?  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

Do you think relationships built on getting are more or less 
prone to difficulty? Why? 

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

Responding to Relationships 
How do you respond when your relationships don’t 
turn out like you want them? 
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Does conflict in a relationship mean that the 
relationships is doomed?  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________  

____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________  

Recognizing our own selfishness 
It is easy to think of selfishness as something that young 
children have a problem with—when they fight over toys 
or demand their dessert before finishing their meal. But all 
of us struggle with this “me-centeredness.” It colors 
everything we do. 

Selfishness is the enemy of good relationships. If you are a 
selfish person, then you’re going to have conflicts. 

If your primary interest is, “what’s in it for me,” then you will 
have conflict in many of your most important 
relationships. 

Homework: Memorize Romans 12:1–2 

"Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to 
God, which is your spiritual service of worship. And do not 

be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will 
of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect." 

(Rom 12:1–2 NASB) 

Prayer Requests/Notes:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


